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Dear Parents, 
 
Welcome back to the first term of a new school year. My name is Mr McAney and I will be your child’s class 
teacher in this, their final year at Sherborne Abbey Primary School.  This letter gives a snapshot of what we 
will be studying over the next 14 weeks.  Our class topic this term is ‘The Battle of Britain – a significant 
turning point in our nations history’. 
 
History - We will be looking at the period of the Second World War (its causes, course and consequences), 
placing particular emphasis on the Battle of Britain. We will be visiting the Fleet Air Arm Museum at 
Yeovilton  (21/9/15 letter to follow) and, working in collaboration with Sherborne Museum, we will be 
studying local aspects of the conflict and handling historical artefacts from the period. Our class assembly 
based on these studies will be held on Friday 13th November. 
 
Science - In this subject we will be studying how light travels, reflects and originates from a light source and 
enters the human eye. We will revise how shadows are created and learn key science vocabulary such as 
opaque, translucent and transparent. We will also be creating periscopes in conjunction with our DT studies.  
 
Design and technology (DT) - As well as building periscopes in these lessons, pupils will be given the 
opportunity at the Fleet Air Arm Museum to design, make, evaluate and test  model planes, which will be 
fired from a working scale model of an aircraft carrier. In small groups, back in class, we will also be putting 
together scale models of Supermarine Spitfires.  
 
Art – In art this term we will be studying colour mixing techniques and looking at how artists interpret light. 
Our picture focus will be on JMW Turner’s painting, ‘The Fighting Temeraire.’  
 
Maths - In maths this term we will begin by revising the four mathematical operations, with particular focus 
on solving word problems. We will also cover averages and real world applications of mean, mode and 
median calculations. We will then be studying types of quadrilaterals and triangles and introducing basic 
geometric rules for these 2D shapes and circles.  
 
Computing - Our first topic will see the children learning how to be discerning in their selection and 
evaluation of digital content during their research across the curriculum. Pupils will gain knowledge of how 
computer networks, including the internet, work and the opportunities they offer. They will also develop 
their ability to use technology responsibly, securely and safely.  
 
Literacy - In literacy this term we will be focusing on report writing and biographies as 2 examples of non-
fiction text types. Biographies will include work on Sir Winston Churchill and Sir Isaac Newton to link in with 
our history and science studies. Our class book this term is ‘The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe’ by CS 
Lewis. Not only is this a beautiful story but it begins with the evacuation of four children from wartime 
London and carries a strong moral message. We will also be watching the film of the book and comparing 
and contrasting the two versions.  
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Guided Reading, Spelling and Grammar– Children will continue to engage with the Accelerated Reader 
scheme which was launched last year. Children will read for 30 minutes a day, taking quizzes to measure 
their comprehension when they have completed their books. In addition to this, some children will benefit 
from reading to volunteers who come into school and working in small booster groups out of class. All 
children will also be involved in weekly guided reading sessions. To promote better more consistent spelling 
skills, children will be involved in daily spelling and grammar activities. 
 
RE – This term we will initially be looking at Hinduism. We will focus on Prayer and Worship and address the 
key question, ‘What is the best way for a Hindu to show commitment to God?’ 
 
Maths and Literacy homework - Children spend an hour a day engaged in these core subjects. Weekly 
dictations, quizzes and spelling investigations are held based on set spelling rules to be learnt and applied. 
Times tables are also set and tested. New spellings are given out on Friday ready for a test the following 
Thursday. Tables too will be given out on a Friday for a test the following Friday. Separate maths and literacy 
homework is also set on a Friday and needs to be handed in by the following Tuesday. Pupils will also 
occasionally be set other subject homework to support class studies. Details of such homework will be listed 
in the children’s homework books.  
 
Music - In music, we will be learning to sing and play cyclic patterns, exploring different rhythms and pulses 
and learning how to sing a simple round in 2 or more parts.  
 
French - The children will continue to expand their French vocabulary, improve their speaking and listening, 
and continue to work on writing simple and some more complex sentences.  We will also be looking at 
various aspects of French culture and studying the geography of the country.  
 
PE and Games - In the first half term swimming will be on a Tuesday afternoon and tag rugby will be played 
on Friday afternoons. After half term year 6 children will have gymnastics on a Monday afternoon (pupils will 
need to wear a red t-shirt and black shorts) and on a Thursday afternoon there will be football for the boys 
and netball for the girls. Children are encouraged to bring in tracksuit bottoms, studded boots and warm 
jumpers for outdoor activities especially in the colder, muddier winter months.  
 
Finally a reminder, that the week commencing Monday 20th October is Parent Evening week. In the 
meantime please do not hesitate to contact me if there is any matter you wish to discuss. I look forward to 
working with you and your children over the coming year.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Mr Andrew McAney 
Year 6 Teacher 
 
 
 
 


