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From the Headteacher 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Choosing the right school for your child is 
one of the most important responsibilities 
you undertake. I hope that this prospectus 
will help you to make your choice. 

Sherborne Abbey CE Primary School is an 
outstanding school of which our children, 
staff, parents and governors are extremely 
proud. We do our best to promote the values 
of a Christian faith throughout our daily life, 
values that we hope our children will take 
with them into their life beyond school. We 
are conscious of the necessity to provide our 
pupils with a broad, balanced and creative 
curriculum. We constantly review and     
evaluate the achievements of the school, 
and of the children as individuals. We aim to 
provide both high academic standards and a 
good faith basis. 

Sherborne Abbey CE Primary School strives to achieve its aims through a 
strong partnership between governors, staff, children, parents, parish and 
the community of Sherborne. Our governors include parents, staff,      
members of our Church community and local people, with a sense of 
shared commitment and responsibility. 

We believe that we can only achieve the best for your child by close        
co-operation between home and school. We hope that parents will take a 
close interest in what their children are doing in school and will encourage 
learning and its importance in later life. 

We are pleased to show parents and children around our school, so that 
the atmosphere and ethos can be experienced first hand. I look forward to 
meeting you. 

Ann-Marie Kampf 



“This is an outstanding 
school with a very caring 

and inclusive ethos.” 
OFSTED 



“...excellent teachers, 
excellent progress…” 

Parent 

 
Our aim is to provide a  

happy, secure and  
stimulating environment  
where pupils can gain confidence 
and self esteem and secure the 

highest levels of academic  
achievement. 

 
We will encourage pupils to  

work and play amicably 
with one another  

and learn the value of co-operation, 
decent behaviour and respect for the 

environment. 
 

All children are unique and will be 
given the support, opportunity and 

spiritual guidance fully to  

develop their individual 
talents. 

 
We will seek to provide a  

broad and balanced  
curriculum  

tailored to individual needs and 
based on the firm and lasting  

foundations of Christianity.   
This should enable pupils to grow in-

to caring, tolerant and sensitive  
members of the community.   

It is important that we work in  
harmony and  

co-operation with  
parents and governors  

to produce a school of the highest  
order with a mutually supportive  

and caring ethos. 

“You can learn new 
things, and when 

you’re allowed outside 
everyone is always 

happy.” 
Year 3 Pupil 



 

The Abbey School opened in 1857, 

funded by the generosity of  
Sherborne people and the support of 

the Abbey Church.   
 

Originally in three sections for boys, 
girls and infants, it had a  

broad curriculum  
even in the early days, ranging from 

nature studies to cricket, and  
became famous nationally for the 

teaching of market gardening. 
 

It has been a mixed Primary School 
since 1959, first in the Victorian 

buildings in Horsecastles and now at 

its modern site in Lenthay 

Road. 
 

There have been many changes in 
education over the years. We have 
always responded positively to the 

new, while keeping the best of  

traditional teaching, so that all 

the children are given the opportunity 

to learn and develop 

the skills they will need for their  
future. 

“Generations of  
Sherborne children have 

been educated at the 
Abbey School.” 

Mrs Ann-Marie Kampf, 
Headteacher 

“ I like the way 
teachers teach us 
because they are 
not strict all the 

time!” 
Year 4 Pupil 



“Pupils are always encouraged to do 
their best in lessons and their attitudes 

to learning are excellent.” 
OFSTED 

“Maths lessons 
are really fun.” 
Year 6 Pupil 

“I like doing work.” 
Year 1 Pupil 



“My child is doing extremely 
well in the Reception class 

and is very happy.” 
Parent 

“I love the library 
-  it has lots of 

very interesting 
books.” 

Year 1 Pupil 

“We can really make 
things, like a yoyo and a 

telephone.” 
Reception Pupil 



 
The school building, opened in February 2000 by the Earl and Countess of  

Wessex, stands in open grounds on the western edge of Sherborne. 
 

All classrooms have the most modern teaching facilities.  There is a 

large hall, music and drama studio, library and computer centre, special needs 

room and food technology area.  The extensive outdoor site includes 

playgrounds, two football pitches, three netball courts, a long jump pit, two  
courtyards and an environmental area with a pond. 

 
  

Children join the Reception Class in the year that they will have their fifth 

birthday.   Sometimes we have space for new children in other year groups. We are 
part of the Sherborne Pyramid of schools and after Year Six most children move on 

with their friends to the Gryphon School. 
 

For more information, please consult the Dorset Admissions Guide, available online 
at www.dorsetforyou.com. 

 

All new parents and pupils will be invited to a welcome meeting during the 

summer term before the child's entry to school. You can visit the school at any time, 
by just contacting the office. 

 



“...a tangible Christian 
based ethos…” 

SIAS Church Inspector 

“The Christian values of co-operation, respect 
for the environment, good behaviour, caring 

for one another and tolerance contained in the 
school’s Statement have an excellent impact 

on personal development.” 
SIAS Church Inspector 

“Assembly is 
good because 

they tell us 
stories about 

what we 
should do.” 
Year 1 Pupil 



 

Our school is a  Church of England Voluntary  

Controlled Primary School under the authority of the  
Dorset Education Committee.   

We value our  distinctiveness as a church school and 

maintain strong links with the Abbey.  The whole school  
attends special services in the Abbey, and the vicar regularly 

leads collective worship at school.   
 

The governing body includes representatives of the church,  
local community, parents and staff.  All governors take an  

active role around the school.  
 

The school welcomes children of all faiths or none. 
 

From the start, we encourage children in their  

social, spiritual and moral development 
which in turn will enrich their own lives and the life of our school.   

  
 We help children to understand something of the  

meaning and wonder of life and how and why 

people worship, including faiths other than Christianity.   
 

 Parents have the right to withdraw their children from  
Religious Education and collective worship if they wish.   

We are always happy to see parents at class  
assemblies and for our special services in the Abbey. 

 
As a UNICEF Rights Respecting School, we want  

children to find their place in the  

local and global community.   

We have frequent fund-raising events for various charities,  
often pupil-led, and our class charters encourage the children to 

understand that as well as having rights for themselves they 
have responsibilities to others. 

 
 
 

“Pupils make an excellent contribution 
to both the school and wider  

community.“ 
OFSTED 

 
 

“I like singing 
in assembly 

best.” 
Year 2 Pupil 



“Sport plays a very 
important part in the 
life of the school.” 

OFSTED 

“You don’t have to just play 
football or sport - you have 

space to do your own games.” 
Year 6 Pupil 

“I like doing 
tennis best.” 
Year 2 Pupil 



“ The level of  care, guidance and 
support for pupils is outstanding.” 

OFSTED 

All children are unique, and at the Abbey Primary School we hope they will  

discover new talents and enthusiasms, and develop skills of cooperation and  
leadership. 

 
To support and extend the curriculum we have themed days and frequent visitors, 

including actors, musicians and sportspeople. We have strong links with the local 
community, and there are many outings, both in the town and further afield, as 

well as a residential trip to the Dorset coast for all Year Four children. 
 

Every week, during and after school, there are clubs of all kinds, from sports 

to sewing, choir to gardening.  From Year Three, children can have lessons from 
visiting specialists, for a small charge, on a range of musical instruments, and all 

children in Year Four learn an instrument as a class for free. 
 

Every term children from each class are elected to join the School Council, 
which meets regularly to provide a forum for pupil involvement in their own learning 

and well-being. 

“I think my school is good 
because it is fun.” 

Year 3 Pupil 



“...their outstanding collaborative 
and independent skills are  

preparing them very effectively 
for their future…” 

OFSTED 

“This school is good because the 
children are nice to each other.” 

Year 5 Pupil 

“I like playing with 
my friends and 

having grown-up 
talks with the 

adults.” 
Reception Pupil 



 
Our school does not discriminate on the grounds of  

gender, race, disability or religion.    
 

Children with special needs are the concern of all school staff.   

We work together to provide extra help, either individually or in 

small groups, to any child who would benefit.   
 

Should specialist advice be needed, the school is in regular contact 
with outside agencies. Parents are involved in the whole process. 

 
The school follows the Local Authority Admission Policy for disabled  
pupils. Our modern school has been designed with disabled pupils in 

mind, and he or she will be treated on equal terms  

with other pupils.  
 

The School has an Accessibility Plan covering future requirements for  
increasing access to school by pupils with disabilities.  

 
Our  Special Needs Policy outlines the support and assessment  

procedures for all pupils with special needs, including the  
gifted and talented. 

 

“The school places equality 
of opportunity for all at the 

heart of its work”. 
OFSTED 



“Our children are both doing really 
well and are very happy.” 

Parent 


