
SEN information report 
 

All the staff at Sherborne Abbey Primary School are committed to ensuring that all children 
achieve their potential. We have high aspirations for all children, including those receiving 
SEN support.  
This SEN information report must be read in conjunction with our local offer and SEN policy 
which are both found on our website. 
 
What is the Local Offer? 

The LA Local Offer 

 The Children and Families Bill was enacted in 2014. From this date, Local Authorities and 
schools are required to publish and keep under review information about services they 
expect to be available for the children and young people with Special Educational Needs 
(SEN) aged 0-25. This is the ‘Local Offer’. 

 The intention of the Local Offer is to improve choice and transparency for families. It will 
also be an important resource for parents in understanding the range of services and 
provision in the local area. 

 It can be found at 
http://familyinformationdirectory.dorsetforyou.com/kb5/dorset/fsd/localoffer.page 

The school’s local offer 

 On our school website you will find our local offer on the ‘SEN at Abbey School’ page. This 
will answer many of the questions you may need to ask. 

Special Educational Needs Policy 

Also on our school website you will find our updated SEN policy. This 
is also a valuable source of information with regards to the 
philosophy and procedures regarding SEN at Sherborne Abbey 
Primary School. 

We are very proud that, by the end of their time at our school, SEN 
pupils make outstanding progress and attain highly compared to 
other schools nationally. In 2015 86% of our SEN pupils achieved level 
4 in reading and maths and 71% in writing. This greatly exceeds 
national figures. Our latest OFSTED report (March 2015) states, ‘From 

their differing starting points, disabled pupils and those with special educational needs make 
good progress. This is because they have their needs and 
developing skills checked regularly, and the levels of adult support 
and learning activities adjusted, to ensure they achieve well.’ 



Parents also feel that we cater well for the needs of children. A recent questionnaire 
showed that 99% of parents agreed or strongly agreed that ‘The school meets my child’s 
particular needs.’ 

The SEN register 

At present we have 60 children on the SEN register which accounts for 22% of the pupils on 
roll. We have 3 children with statements (1%) In addition to this we have 18 children who 
are categorized as of ‘SEN concern’ but are not yet on the register. These children will be 
monitored closely to see if they may need to be added to the register in the future. 

The main area of need for children on the SEN register is cognition and learning as can be 
seen below. 

Main area of need Number of pupils 

Cognition and Learning 42 

Communication and Interaction (includes 
ASD) 

11 

Behavioural Emotional and Social Difficulties 4 

Sensory/Physical 3 

 

Admission arrangements for children with SEN 

As our website states, ‘at Sherborne Abbey CE VC Primary School each of our children are 
individuals who we care for, who we encourage to live their lives through Christian values, 
who we support and who we have high expectations of.’ This applies for ALL children. As 
part of our quest to become a fully inclusive school we make every effort to provide 
whatever is required to meet the needs of all the children. Our formal curriculum, our extra-
curricular activities and our educational visits (including residential educational visits) are 
planned to enable every child to take part to the best of their ability. 

We are continually taking steps to include pupils with SEN into our school. In the past we 
have had soundboards fitted for children with hearing impairments. We have just had an 
intimate care room built for a child with disabilities. We continually have staff training so 
that all staff are up to date on caring for, and helping, children with SEN. We have re-
structured our staffing so that more assistance is given to children with SEN. These are just 
some of the ways in which we place children with SEN highly in our school community. 

At Sherborne Abbey Primary School we also strive to improve the emotional, mental and 
social development of pupils with special educational needs. 
We have 2 trained ELSAs who provide emotional support and a 
pastoral support assistant who works with children and 
families. 



Parental support 

We understand the importance of involving children and parents in the support of children 
with SEN. Children and parents contribute their views on an SEN support plan which is 
shared with them at Termly Parent Consultations. Children and parents are fully involved in 
annual reviews via person centred reviews. Parents are encouraged to meet with the SENCO 
to discuss their child’s provision and progress.  

The Governing Body 

The governing body has an important part to play in the provision of SEN in the school. The 
designated governor meets regularly with the SENCO to discuss SEN matters and will then 
feedback information gathered to the rest of the governing body.  

This SEN information report will be updated annually. 

 

 

 

 


