
 

Medium Term Planning: Topic: Explorers and Adventurers Term: Spring 1 Class: Year 3/4  

 

Themes for learning Week 1     
4.1.15 

Week 2 
11.1.15 

Week 3 
18.1.15 

Week 4 
25.1.15 

Week 5 
1.2.15 

Week 6 
8.2.15 

Literacy Newspaper Reports 
 
Exploring features of 
newspaper reports and 
recapping speech 
punctuation 

Newspaper Reports 
 
Creating own newspaper 
reports on fictional school 
break-in 

Story Writing- Jack and the 
Beanstalk 
Recapping story structure 
and importance of 
hero/villain in fairy tale 
genre (watching 
pantomime in school) 
 

Story Writing- Jack and the 
Beanstalk 
Writing Jack and the 
Beanstalk from Giant’s 
perspective 

Letters 
 
Letter writing features and 
comparisons between 
formal and informal letters 

Letters 
 
Writing letters to Jack and 
the Beanstalk production 
company 

Literacy 
Basic Skills 
Homework 
 

Speech punctuation- Direct 
and indirect speech  

Writing chronologically and 
using time connectives to 
link paragraphs 

Extending sentences with 
compound and complex 
sentences 

Using adverbs and causal 
connectives to infer 
characters feelings 

Understanding word 
families- solution/soluble/ 
solver/ solver/ dissolve/  
insoluble  

Prefixes- anti, auto,  super 

Mathematics 
 

Multiplication 
 
Recapping all times tables 
and multiplying 2 and 3 
digit numbers through grid 
multiplication 

Multiplication 
 
Consolidation of grid 
multiplication, recognising 
factors and applying 
knowledge through word 
problems  
  

Division 
 
Recapping solving division 
using multiplication 
knowledge and large 
division through chunking 

Addition and Subtraction 
 
Recap formal addition and 
subtraction through column  
method 

Measurement 
 
Finding perimeter and area 
of 2D shapes 

Measurement  
 
Recapping converting 
between different 
measurements (mm>cm, 
cm>m, ml>L, g>kg) 

Mathematics 
Basic Skills 
Homework 
 
 

Improving recalling 
multiplication facts at 
speed 
Place value 
understanding- partitioning 
hundreds, tens and units 

Understanding 
mathematical vocabulary 
for all four operations 
Improving recalling 
multiplication facts at 
speed 
 

Improving recalling 
multiplication facts at 
speed 
Place value 
understanding- partitioning 
hundreds, tens and units 

Place value 
understanding- partitioning 
hundreds, tens and units 
Rigorous recollection of all 
number bonds to 20 

Naming and categorising 
2D shapes  
Measuring accurately in 
mm and cm 

Multiplying/dividing 10/100/ 
100 
 

Using ICT Word Processing and 
Search Engines 
 
Understand how a search 
engine generates results 
and how they are ranked 

Word Processing and 
Search Engines 
 
How to create advanced 
searches through omitting 
words. 

Word Processing and 
Search Engines 
 
Selecting relevant 
information from an 
internet search 

Word Processing and 
Search Engines 
 
Recapping copying and 
pasting onto word 
document 

Word Processing and 
Search Engines 
 
Writing biography of 
famous explorer 

Word Processing and 
Search Engines 
 
Writing biography of 
famous explorer 

History/Geography Explorers & Adventurers 
 
Putting 5 famous 
expeditions in 
chronological order and 
discussing how transport 
has changed over time 

Explorers & Adventurers 
 
Drake’s and Columbus’ 
voyages across Americas- 
what did they bring back? 

Explorers & Adventurers 
 
Scott of Antarctic- 
Orienteering skills  

Explorers & Adventurers 
 
Scott of Antarctic- 
Creating own ordinance 
survey maps 

Explorers & Adventurers 
 
Amelia Earheart- Role of 
Women in exploration  

Explorers & Adventurers 
 
Neil Armstrong- Naming 
planets of solar system 
and layers of the Earth 

Science 
 

Light 
 
Recognise you need light in 
order to see things and that 
dark is the absence of light 

Light 
 
Recognise you need light in 
order to see things and that 
dark is the absence of light 

Light 
 
Notice that light is 
reflective of surfaces 

Light 
 
Find patterns in the way 
that the size of shadows 
change 

Light 
 
Recognise that shadows 
are formed when light is 
blocked by a solid object 

Light 
 
Recognise that light from 
the sun is dangerous 



Understanding the arts and 
design 

Print and Digital Media- 
Andy Warhol 
 
Discussion of Warhol’s 
work and its effectiveness 

Print and Digital Media- 
Andy Warhol 
 
Creating own print of self-
portrait digitally and 
reprinting into pattern 

Print and Digital Media- 
Andy Warhol 
 
Designing own print to 
repeat in Warhol-inspired 
work 

Print and Digital Media- 
Andy Warhol 
 
Create Warhol-inspired 
print work from polystyrene 
stamps 

Print and Digital Media- 
Andy Warhol 
 
Complete Warhol-inspired 
print work from polystyrene 
stamps 

Print and Digital Media- 
Andy Warhol 
 
Gallery and peer 
evaluation of print work  

Indoor PE Tag Rugby 
Practising passing 
sideways 
 

Tag Rugby 
Passing in a line 

Tag Rugby 
Passing and scoring a try 

Tag Rugby 
Passing into space/ 
avoiding defenders 

Tag Rugby 
Dodging and sidestepping 

Tag Rugby 
Passing on the run 

Outdoor PE Football (Girls) 
Passing using side of feet 
and trapping the ball 
 
 
Netball (Boys) 
Shoulder, chest and 
bounce passing 
 
Swimming 
Assessment 

Football (Girls) 
Passing with force and 
accuracy. Block trapping 
with both feet 
 
Netball (Boys) 
Pivoting on balls on feet to 
pass into space 
 
Swimming 
Front Crawl 

Football (Girls) 
Dribbling using inside and 
outside of both feet and 
throw-ins 
 
Netball (Boys) 
Shooting with accuracy 
 
 
Swimming 
Backstroke 

Football (Girls) 
Passing triangles and 
moving into space 
 
 
Netball (Boys) 
Blocking and block-
blasting 
 
Swimming 
Breaststroke 

Football (Girls) 
Dribbling and how to 
protect the ball 
 
 
Netball (Boys) 
Positioning and 3 v 3 
games 
 
Swimming 
Butterfly 

Football (Girls) 
5 v 5 matches 
 
 
 
Netball (Boys) 
5 v 5 matches 
 
 
Swimming 
Assessment 

Religious Education Hinduism 
 
Who are you and what do 
you mean to different 
people 
 
You are one person but 
you mean different things 
to different people 

Hinduism 
 
Hindu beliefs about 
different Gods 
 

Hinduism 
 
Discussion of the Trimurti 
(Brahma, Vishnu and 
Shiva) 
 

Hinduism 
 
How Hindus use these 
deities in worship in temple 
and puja 

Hinduism 
 
Evaluate how Brahman is 
everywhere.  
 
Model by placing salt in 
water and leaving to 
dissolve 

Hinduism 
 
Design own God featuring 
qualities of friendship, 
hope and love 
 

Jigsaw Dreams and Goals 
 
How to stay motivated 
when doing something 
challenging 

Dreams and Goals 
 
Keep trying when 
challenges become difficult 

Dreams and Goals 
 
overcoming 
disappointment 

Dreams and Goals 
 
Creating new dreams and 
having a positive attitude 

Dreams and Goals 
 
Achieving goals and 
helping others achieve 
theirs 

Dreams and Goals 
 
We did it! Celebration 
ceremony 

French New Years Greetings and 
recapping basic 
conversations 

Learn months of the year 
and actions to remember 
them 

Learn alphabet song Alphabet and spelling  out 
own names in French 

Adding adverbs to verbs Learn names of places 
bedroom, wardrobe and 
garage 

Drivers 1a: 
SMSC 
(Spiritual) 

Pupils reflect on different 
perspectives on life and 
other people’s feelings and 
experiences. 
 

Pupils reflect on different 
perspectives on life and 
other people’s feelings and 
experiences.  
The inspirational assembly 
given by the blind man and 
Sabre. 

Pupils reflect on different 
perspectives on life and 
other people’s feelings and 
experiences.  
The inspirational assembly 
given by the blind man and 
Sabre. 

  Pupils are passionate and 
confident in expressing 
their thoughts and views 
on spiritual and moral 
issues.  
Children are given the 
opportunity to draw links 
between the collective 
worship story of ‘Saying 
Grace’ and modern 
debates on Fairtrade 
Where does Chocolate 
come from and how does it 
get to us? (Geography) 

Driver 1b: 
SMSC 
(Moral) 

Pupils develop an interest 
in investigating and 
offering reasoned views 
about moral and ethical 
issues; understanding and 
appreciating the viewpoints 

Developing pupil’s ability to 
recognise the difference 
between right and wrong. 
Martin Luther King’s fight 
for equality.  
Pupils link their behaviour 

Developing pupil’s ability to 
recognise the difference 
between right and wrong. 
Martin Luther King’s fight 
for equality.  
Pupils link their behaviour 

 Ability to recognise 
between right and wrong, 
readily apply this 
understanding in their own 
lives and, in doing so, 
respect the civil and 

 



of others on these issues. 
 

to biblical teaching. 
 

to biblical teaching. 
 

criminal law of England. 
Link to Jigsaw and 
cheating in order to fulfil 
goals (using example of 
Lance Armstrong) 

Driver 1c: 
SMSC 
(Social) 

 We celebrate volunteering 
and cooperating with 
others. 
Sports leaders and 
playground leaders tell 
tales of difficulties (mutual 
respect and tolerance), 
perseverance and 
success.  
Highlight good examples of 
cooperating well with 
others, including younger 
pupils, and being able to 
resolve conflicts 
effectively. 
(Buddy Time) 

We celebrate volunteering 
and cooperating with 
others. 
Sports leaders and 
playground leaders tell 
tales of difficulties (mutual 
respect and tolerance), 
perseverance and 
success.  
Highlight good examples of 
cooperating well with 
others, including younger 
pupils, and being able to 
resolve conflicts 
effectively. 
(Biddy Time) 

Perseverance and self-
belief. The Malala 
Yousafzai Story 
Learners reflect on and 
respond to beliefs and 
values contained in 
profound human 
experiences from a range 
of faith perspectives.  
 

Perseverance and self-
belief. The Malala 
Yousafzai Story 
Learners reflect on and 
respond to beliefs and 
values contained in 
profound human 
experiences from a range 
of faith perspectives.  
 

 

Driver 1d: 
SMSC 
(Cultural)  

 The inspirational story of 
Martin Luther King Junior. 
His sense of persistence in 
the truth and non-violent 
means of protest. 

The inspirational story of 
Martin Luther King Junior. 
His sense of persistence in 
the truth and non-violent 
means of protest. 

Perseverance and self-
belief. The Malala 
Yousafzai Story. 
Showing Malala as a 
superb example of 
courage, self-confidence 
and the perseverance 
towards truth in an Islamic 
setting. 

Perseverance and self-
belief. The Malala 
Yousafzai Story. 
Showing Malala as a 
superb example of 
courage, self-confidence 
and the perseverance 
towards truth in an Islamic 
setting. 

Understanding and 
appreciation of the range 
of different cultures within 
school and further afield as 
an essential element of 
their preparation for their 
life in modern Britain. 
Morning activities to help 
celebrate Chinese New 
Year. 

 


