
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Welcome back to the first term of a new school year. My name is Mr McAney and I will be 
your child’s class teacher in this, their final year at Sherborne Abbey Primary School.  This 
letter gives a snapshot of what we will be studying over the next 14 weeks.  Our class topic 
this term is ‘The Battle of Britain – a significant turning point in our nation’s history’. 
 
History - We will be looking at the period of the Second World War (its causes, course and 
consequences), placing particular emphasis on the Battle of Britain. We will be visiting the 
Fleet Air Arm Museum at Yeovilton on the 5/10/17 (letter to follow) and, working in 
collaboration with Sherborne Museum, we will be studying local aspects of the conflict and 
handling historical artefacts from the period. Our class assembly, which will include 
elements of ‘Remembrance’, will be held on Friday 10th November. 
 
Science - In this subject we will be studying how light travels, reflects, originates from a light 
source and enters the human eye. We will revise how shadows are created and learn key 
science vocabulary such as opaque, translucent and transparent. We will also be creating 
periscopes in conjunction with our DT studies. 
After half term, we will switch to the topic of electricity. Pupils will be taught the dangers 
associated with this form of power and will be challenged to create using a variety of 
electrical components, working circuits – debugging and correcting errors as they occur. We 
will also study the applications of such science in the real world. 
 
Design and technology (DT) - As well as building periscopes in these lessons, pupils will be 
given the opportunity at the Fleet Air Arm Museum to design, make, evaluate and test  
working parachutes, charged with the task of landing an egg safely from a height of 5 metres 
onto a solid floor target. In a link with science, we will also look at the forces connect with 
parachute design: gravity and air resistance. 
 
Art – In art Mrs Martin will be working with the children studying firstly the work of J M 
Turner, particularly the way he expressed light in his art. Then she will be taking the pupils 
through poster art and the posters of the Second World War which were used to inspire the 
home front. 
 
Maths - In maths this term we will begin by revising the four mathematical operations, with 
particular focus on solving word problems. Then we will study decimals, percentages and 
fractions (including +, -, x and of both mixed numbers and proper fractions). We will then be 
studying types of quadrilaterals and triangles and introducing basic geometric rules for these 
2D shapes and circles.  
 
Computing - Our first topic will see the children learning how to be discerning in their 
selection and evaluation of digital content during their research across the curriculum. Pupils 
will gain knowledge of how computer networks, including the internet, work and the 
opportunities they offer. They will also develop their ability to use technology responsibly, 
securely and safely. We will also be completing a topic on computer coding, where pupils 
will learn to program sequences of instructions, including repeating procedures. They will 
also learn to debug faulty sequences. 



 

 

Literacy - In literacy this term we will be focusing on report writing and biographies as 2 
examples of non-fiction text types. Biographies will include work on Sir Winston Churchill 
and Sir Isaac Newton to link in with our history and DT studies. Our class books this term are 
‘The Machine Gunners’ by and after half term the   ‘The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe’ 
by CS Lewis. Not only are both beautiful stories set in wartime but the latter begins with the 
evacuation of four children from wartime London and carries a strong moral Christian 
message. We will also be watching the films of the books and comparing and contrasting the 
various versions.  
 
Reading - Children will continue to be involved in daily reading activities, working either with 
the teacher (or teaching assistant) in a group, or working independently. Some children will 
also benefit from being listened to by parents and friends of the school who have kindly 
given their time to come in and hear children read.  Please do continue reading with your 
child at home. Children will continue to engage with the Accelerated Reader scheme, 
reading books and taking quizzes to measure their comprehension. Children are encouraged 
to bring home books to read from the school’s Accelerated Reader library. 
 
RE – In RE this term our religion of study is Christianity. We begin by looking at the festival of 
Harvest and then later in the term investigate the concept of Salvation. 
 
Maths and Literacy homework - Children spend an hour a day engaged in these core 
subjects. Weekly dictations, quizzes and spelling investigations are held based on set spelling 
rules to be learnt and applied. Times tables are also set and tested. New spellings are given 
out on Friday ready for a test the following Thursday. Tables too will be given out on a Friday 
for a test the following Friday. Separate maths and literacy homework is also set on a Friday 
and needs to be handed in by the following Wednesday. In addition this year, children will 
also be expected to read regularly as part of their homework. Children who consistently fail 
to do this homework will be kept in to catch up. Pupils will also occasionally be set other 
subject homework to support class studies. Details of such homework will be listed in the 
children’s homework books.  
 
Music - In music, the children will be learning to play the ukulele. The instruments will be 
provided by the school for use in school.   
 
PE and Games - In the first half term swimming will be on a Tuesday afternoon (commencing 
12/9/17) and tag rugby will be played on Thursday afternoons. After half term year 6 
children will have gymnastics on a Tuesday afternoon (pupils will need to wear a red t-shirt 
and black shorts) and on a Thursday afternoon there will be football for the boys and netball 
for the girls. Children are encouraged to bring in tracksuit bottoms, studded boots and warm 
jumpers for outdoor activities especially in the colder, muddier winter months.  
 
Finally a reminder, that the week commencing Monday 16th October is Parent Evening week. 
In the meantime please do not hesitate to contact me if there is any matter you wish to 
discuss. I look forward to working with you and your children over the coming year.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Mr Andrew McAney 
Year 6 Teacher 


